
25 AL Awards
or

How I Do What I Do
By Mike Hotka



So Who am I?

• Amateur Astronomer
• Work in the Aerospace Industry

– Getting second MS Degree
• Am a JPL Solar System Ambassador
• Write monthly newspaper articles
• Volunteer at SBO and LTO Observatories
• Give talks to groups like yourself



I have a really COOL Job!!!



Astronomical League
Observing Clubs

• Benefits of AL Membership
– Book, Astronomy, S&T Discounts

• 29-30 Programs to Choose From
• http://astroleague.org/observing.html
• Each Club has its own web page
• You learn something new from each club
• Get these neat pins





Use a Database Program



Other Programs

• http://astrotips.com
– Nice set of free downloads

• Observational Log Programs
– AstroByte
– Deepsky Astronomical Software
– TSOL – The Simple Observing Log

• Chart Printing Programs
– Sky Charts (a.k.a. Cartes du Ciel) 

• Google “astronomy logging programs”



Make a List of Objects



Print Finder Charts





Have Additional Finder Charts



Star Atlases



Heart of My Starhopping



Record Your Observations











Make Your Own Form





http://www.saguaroastro.org/content/downloads.htm



Other Considerations

• Set Goals
– Go out at least one night per month
– Choose objects to observe

• Measure Progress
– http://skinny.jeans.tripod.com/astronomy











Selecting an Club to do



How I use the DAS



























The EOSOC 



Equipment











How to Determine Flare Center



http://www.stolaf.edu/people/hansonr/longlat.htm

http://www.stolaf.edu/people/hansonr/longlat.htm




Find a Satellite Pass















Grab and Go











Find a Dark Site
Fox Park



Pawnee Grasslands
Cactus Flats North



Pawnee Grasslands
Crow Valley



DAS Deer Trail Site







Pawnee Grasslands
North of Raymer, CO



Presentation At



• http://skinny.jeans.tripod.com/astronomy/HIDWID_Index.html

http://skinny.jeans.tripod.com/astronomy/HIDWID_Index.html


That’s All There Is To It…

• Final Thoughts
• Questions?
• Comments?


	25 AL Awards�or�How I Do What I Do
	So Who am I?
	I have a really COOL Job!!!
	Astronomical League�Observing Clubs
	Use a Database Program
	Other Programs
	Make a List of Objects
	Print Finder Charts
	Have Additional Finder Charts
	Star Atlases
	Heart of My Starhopping
	Record Your Observations
	Make Your Own Form
	http://www.saguaroastro.org/content/downloads.htm
	Other Considerations
	Selecting an Club to do
	How I use the DAS
	The EOSOC 
	Equipment
	How to Determine Flare Center
	Find a Satellite Pass
	Grab and Go
	Find a Dark Site�Fox Park
	Pawnee Grasslands�Cactus Flats North
	Pawnee Grasslands�Crow Valley
	DAS Deer Trail Site
	Pawnee Grasslands�North of Raymer, CO
	Presentation At
	That’s All There Is To It…

